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PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA

TRA i Wifaer favmamm

THE HIMALAYAS / fegure=

¢ The Himalayas are the youngest mountains in the world and are structurally, the folded mountains. / fearer™ gf=n
% HaH U 9 ¢ SR W €9 9 aferd w6 2

e The Himalayas run along the northern border of India. The Himalayas form an arc which is about 2,500 km long
from the Indus george in the West to the Brahamputra gorge in the East. / feWe™ vRa &1 38 € & @e-w
weral 81 feurera ww =9 w1 fafor e @ S ufvem | foy SS9 qd § Segs wvs @ ot 2,500 fRH o 2

* The altitudinal variations are greater in the eastern part than in the western part. There are three parallel ranges in
its longitudinal extent. / Uf¥=dt o1 %Y gor § qeff 91 A S faerand eifuss 1 5@ oreed fawar ® A e
TN 2
A. The Great Himalayas / W& feHrer™
B. The Lesser Himalayas / @ fede™
C. Shivalik / femerfers

The Great Himalayas /9&d feure™

*  This is the nothernmost range and is also known as ‘Himadri’. This is the most continuous range. / & Fa8 T4
Zoft ¥ SR 39 feud’ & AW @ sff 9 S B A wew FRa S B

* It contains the loftiest peaks. The average height of peaks in this range is 6,000 metres. The highest is the Mount
Everest which is 8,850 m above sea level. Its Nepalese name is Sagarmatha which means “the Goddess of the Sky”.
The Tibetans call it Chomulungma. In 1865, it was named as Mount Everest as a tribute to sir George Everest.

Before that, it was known as Pealk XV. /%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%l%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ aﬁwaﬂéé,ooonﬁa%l Eerre)
S ST TRE § S 995 qc ¥ 8,850 WX SW T TR AUl A9 GrwRAren § forgent svef ¥ “emehmer w1 | et
= AT FEd §1 1865 H, WSS TRE H FEIfa & €9 F W W€ TRE T K@ T om 36 e, W i e
% I " S S

*  The other important peaks (in descending order) of altitude are / 7,100 3R 8,000 HeX & HaE & == I FF Hewyol
wfeat =<1 <eft, shTdd, THE SE, Rel e, S, e otk ¥

1. Kanchenjunga / = 5. Manashlu / AT}

2. Lhotse / @I 6. Cho Oyu / = 34111\

3. Makalu / AehTe] 7. Nanga Parbat / T w&d
4. Dhaulagiri / DIl 8. Annapurna / 3T=TqUT

9. Gosainthan or Shisha Pangma. / TEESA a1 0 97

* Some of the important peaks between 7,100 and 8,000 m elevation are Nanda Devi, Kamet, Namcha Barwa, Gurla
Mandhata, Badri Nath, Trisul etc. /

* The Hindustan-Tibet Road connecting Shimla with Gartok in Western Tibet passes through the Shipki La. Another
important trade route connecting Kalimpong (near Darjeeling) with Lhasa in Tibet passes through Jelep La (4,386

m). / U= fassd & fomen #1 Wew @ Sied aren fEgwm-fasid Je Rt o @ g Terar ¢ s (e &
E) H fassa § = @ S ool Tk 37 Hedqul SATR U ST o (4,386 HIX) ¥ iR oRd €l
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The Lesser Himalaya or Himachal /&g fearera o femmerer

This lies towards the south of the Great Himalays. / 78 TeM federa & sfor &1 3R feem 21

The altitude of peaks in this range varies from 3,700 m to 4,500 m. Average width of this range is 50 km. / 38 I &1
<ifedi w1 H=E 3,700 WX 4,500 WX & w9 €1 39 AU H1 AEa =g 50 R F

The important ranges included are the Pir Panjal, the Dhaola Dhar, the Mussoorie Range, the Nag Tiba and the

Mahabharat Range. The Pir Panjal range in Kashmir is the longest and the most important range. / 9 9sd, et
O, Tgd ¥, A0 a1 iR werRa I wnfga &) R § 9R oS goft ged wel ok ged mewyul gof 7

The best known passes of the Pir Panjal range are the Pir Panjal Pass (3,480 m), the Bidil (4,270 m), Golabghar Pass
(3,812 m) and Banihal Pass (2,835 m). / TR 9sal 4ot & Ta« gfas g 4R e <0 (3 480 Hiew), fafga (4270 iev),
TR g2 (3,812 Hiew) 3R i &1 (2,835 HiX) €

Between the Pir Panjal and the Zaskar Range of the main Himalayas, lies the famous valley of Kashmir running
over a distance of about 135 km in a south-east to north-west direction. / & federd &1 4R oS 3R SRt it
% o=, <fo-gd o SwR-ufeem faenm ® o 135 R T g W hell wvUR #1 gfag =t feem 2

Majority of the Himalayan hill resorts like Shimla, Mussoorie, Ranikhet, Nainital, Almora and Darjeeling, etc. are

located here. / ferwen, agdt, THEq, Hidrt, sredrer 3R Sifsfer onfy feurerd Terel dwmel = sifmia ==l feom €

The Shivaliks / fotarferen

This is the outermost range of the Himalayas. / 78 fenrera &1 ¥ead amed gt 2l

The altitude varies between 900 and 1100 metre in this range and the width varies between 10 and 50 km. / 38 it
H FEE 900 3R 1100 HIX & & a=erdl 8 3K =IgE 10 3R 50 fHfl & = <ot 2

The longitudinal valleys lying between the Himachal and shivaliks are called ‘Dun’. / fear=e R foranfas & =
feorq ereed wfeli &1 vgd’ wmer S 2l

The gorges of the Tista and the Raidak have jointly formed a gap 80-90 km wide in the Shivalik range. / & 3R
Ye& 1 wifedl A fhert fmaites St § 80-90 e =gt @ & off 2

They are called Jammu Hills in Jammu and Dafla, Miri, Abor and Mishmi Hills in Arunachal Pradesh. The Dhang
Range, Dundwa Range (Uttrakhand) and the Churia Ghat Hills of Nepal also form parts of the Shivalik range.
/3% S § 5 feed SR erevmee WRw W erhen, T, e @R faw feew e S @1 € I, e W (SWEE)
SR e w gRA e T | R W @ e §

Trans-Himalayas /Zi9-feqe@™

The Himalayas ranges immediately north of the Great Himalayan range are called the trans-Himalayas. / fedrer
@ & di SW W o fuerd &1 gEensti % Zg-feuerd wer s 2

This part of the Himalayan ranges is also called the Tibetan Himalaya because most of it lies in Tibet. / fenre™
VI % T A H fedt feer st wer St € it sueht e s faeaa § fearm €

The Zaskar, the Ladakh, the kailash and the Karakoram are the main ranges of the Trans-Himalayan system. /
STEeht, TIE, hell¥l 3R SREHRA g-feder gorelt 1 gea gfvm €)

The Zaskar Range branches off from the great Himalayan Range near 80° E longitude and runs more or less parallel

toit. / STERY 9t 80 Teuft € ek & U HWer fewerd gwen ¥ ko € SR HHeY 3HE GHHE wodl 2

The Nanga Parbat (8126 m) forms its culmination in the north-west. / 5 Wad (8126 HieX) IW-Ufvsd H oT0!
TS T 2

North of the Zaskar Range and running parallel to it is the Ladakh Range. The Ladakh Plateau lies to the north-east
of the karakoram Range. With an average elevation of over five thousand metres above sea level, it is the highest
plateau of the Indian Union. The highest peak is Mount Kailash (6714 m). /STt 3§ & SW ¥ I T FHMITR
AW IS 7| EE H YR FRHRA S % SW-yd ¥ fred B UYs 9 ¥ U T9R HIX @ Afuw HI oi|d SR &%
T, A€ ARG T F WA HA TSR €| WAy Sl @G Harw w6 (6714 W) 2
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The northernmost range of the Trans-Himalayan Ranges in India is the Great Karakoram Range also known as the
Krishnagiri range. / 9Rd ¥ Zi@-feqread 3 1 99@ 300 3 72 R 3 ¢ 0 Fonfid 9 & 99 9 «f s
T 2

K2 (8,611 m) is the second highest peak in the world and the highest peak in the Indian Union (excluding the auxiliary
peaks of the Great Himalayas). It has been named as Godwin Austin by the Britishers. / K2 (8,611 Hex) g
F OO T S AL T SR ARG T B WA A W ¢ (FEW e w1 wewe wfedl # sied) | 7 s A
Tefom sife am fan 21

The Siachen Glacier is located in the eastern Karakoram range in the Himalaya Mountains. It is the longest glacier in
the Karakoram and second-longest in the world’s non-polar areas (highest battle field in the world). [India-Pakistan)
/ Taatem wifyrr fearem vda & gl wrewE 3§ o fod 21 98 SeRE o 9o wa iR @ iR g & TR-sed
&3 (g o o9 S g5 &) W SO G ofe €1 [ SRd-UfeREe)

Himalayan Regions from East to West /9d & ufyem femmert e

Punjab Himalayas : This part lies between the Indus and Sutlej. From west to east, this is also known as Kashmir
Himalaya and Himachal Himalaya; respectively. / Usiel femmea: e fegan fay @R daw & o feod 21 ofvsm 9
e I 3R, 39 HYUR fedreE iR fearse feaem & 9™ @ off <M1 S §; %o

Kumaon Himalayas : This part lies between Sutlej and Kali rivers. / saTe: fa@e@: 98 9 Haqs 3R el et
& o feod 2B

Nepal Himalayas : This part lies between the Kali and Tista rivers. / ¥dtel fgHieta: I8 AF el R diean A &
e feer 21

Assam Himalayas : This part lies between the Tista and Dihang rivers. / m&m ferrera: 78 fegan o i fgim Afat
& o feord 2B

Eastern Hills and Mountains / ﬂjﬁ ugTfeat A ugTfeat

The Brahmaputra marks the eastern border of the Himalayas. / S&Iqa federa 1 geft @imn =1 fafed &t 2
Beyond the Dihang gorge, the Himalayas bend sharply towards south and from the Eastern hills or Purvachal. /
fe@i #vs ¥ W, feurem <o w1 X Ot @ gkl @ iR gofl weifedl 1 yatee 9

These hills run through the north-eastern states of India. They are mostly composed of sandstones. / ¥ TgIfgal R
F IR T FHR TRl €1 A SRR T3 TR o B

These hills are composed of the Patkai Hills, Naga Hills, Manipuri Hills and Mizo Hills. / 3 TRIfedl ewTe wRIfeHl,
T veTtEEl, Aigh yeitedl ok fush weredl | faert S €

Important Galciers of the Himalayan Mountains / fe@er uda st wgeyut it
Name of the Glacier / TATYTEIR T TH Length (km) /&g (T ) | Location / ¥&m=
1. Siachen in the Karakoram Range / ®N&RH & |75 Nubra Valley / s =et
o Tt
2. Godwin Austin in the Karakoram Range / N&RH | 30 K2
IS ¥ Tiefar st
3. Sonapani in the Pir Panjal Range / X W@ & |15 Chandra Valley of Lahaul and
H HrTae Spiti / @& 3R THfq T = =1
4. Gangotri in the Kumaon-Garhwal region / |30 Source of the Ganga / T =T Hid
HHS-TEaT & | T
5. Rongbuk Glacier in the Kanchenjunga-Everest |52 Largest outside the Karakoram /
region /SHEATSIT-TeRE &3 H UG TR FNHRA & dRL Fad 8
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